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were almost precisely verified by events in 1914,
When the Committee met, the admirals showed
some reluctance to participate in the War Office
plan by ferrying the British Expeditionary Force to
France immediately on the outbreak of war; and
since Mr. McKenna, as Fkst Lord of the Admiralty,
endorsed their view, it was plain that somebody
would have to take his place and prepare the Navy
to play its part in Allied strategy.

Haldane, who had successfully completed the
education of the Army, saw himself in the same in-
structive role at the Admiralty. The mild-mannered
lawyer had a way with adult pupils in uniform. But
Mr, Churchill was thinking hard about war prob-
lems, too. He was seeing a good deal of Henry
Wilson; and Sir Edward Grey had the benefit of
his advice on hot August days in London. It was
his practice to fetch the Foreign Secretary from his
room late in the afternoon and walk with him across
St. James's Park for a swim at the Royal Automobile
Club. His mind was full of it, when he got away for a
few days to the quiet of a country-house; and as he sat
looking out over the still countryside from a Somerset
hill-top, Housman's lines kept running in his head:

" On the idle hill of summer,

Sleepy with the sound of streams,
Far I hear the steady drummer
Drumming like a noise in dreams.

** Far and near and low and louder,

On the roads of earth go by,
Dear to friends and food for powder.
Soldiers marching, all to die*"
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